
THE STONES IN MUTFORD WOOD.

THE strangely-shapedand strangely-standingstones in
MutfordWood,an illustration of which accompaniesthis
notice,werediscoveredin the earlypart of Maich, 1870.

Iii a smallnatural hollowon the south-westsideof the
Wood,closeby the road which runs from the parish of
CarltonColvilleto the villageof Mutford,the Rev.W. H.
Andrew'sgamekeeperwasdiggingfor a lost ferret whenhe
cameuponsomelarge stonesof a peculiar,shape,and they
weresubsequentlyexcavated. All the stones were found
imbeddedperpendicularlyin the post-tertiary formationof
the district, their endsnearestthe surfacebeingaboutthree
feet belowit, and all upon the same level. Some of the
stonesare not morethan three feet in length,othersnearly
seven. The top soil of the hollowwasloamto the depth
of abouttwo-and-a-halffeet ; belowthis ispureyellowsand,
lying in horizontal strata. In the loam abovethe stones
we'refoundbits of (perhapsmedimval)pottery, somebones
of a young horse,and a small portion of apparently half-
burnt bones,with a fewsmalloystershells.

ProfessorSedgewickvisited'the stoneslast summer,and
at once pronouncedthem to be natural sandstOneforma-
tions, produced probably,by infiltration,of lime,and very
peculiarfromtheir columnalcharacter.

The sandstonecomposingthem lies in horizontalstrata,
similarto that of the soft sandaround. Oneof the stones
is so like a smallcolumn,with'a weather-worncapital,that
it is difficultnot to imagine it the rude work of human
hands; and uponfirst enteringthe excavationthe groupis
singularly striking, reminding one of the (so-called)
Druidicalerectionson a,smallscale.

1-1. K. CREED.
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